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I. Background to Genesis
a. Authorship of the Book of Genesis
b. Four Source Theory

i. Yahwist “J” Tradition
ii. Elohist “E” Tradition

iii. Priestly “P” Tradition
iv. Deuteronomist “D” Tradition

c. Genealogies and Laws/Rituals

II. Stories of Creation
a. The First Three Days of Creation (Genesis 1: 1-13) – Priestly

i. Creation of the Environment
ii. Powerful wind over the waters

1. Day 1 – Light, Day and Night
2. Day 2 – Water and Sky
3. Day 3 – Land Sea and Plants – Good

b. The Last Four Days of Creation (Genesis 1: 14 – 2: 4) - Priestly
i. Creation of Creatures

1. Day 4 – Greater Light/Lesser Light and Stars – Good
2. Day 5 – Fish and Birds – Good
3. Day 6 – Land Creatures, Animals and Humans – Very Good

a. Man/Woman made in the divine image
i. Can make decisions

ii. Can communicate with God via prayer
b. Have dominion over all other creatures

i. Responsible to nurture and protect the universe
4. Day 7 – God Rested – Sabbath

ii. God is transcendent – beyond and above human ability
c. The Second Story of Creation (Genesis 2: 4-25) – Yahwist

i. Highlights special place of humans
ii. Breath of God giving life

iii. Importance of relationships
1. God attempts to find suitable companions for the man

a. Animals and birds first
b. The first woman – formed from the first man

iv. God is close and personal – human characteristics
d. Expulsion from Eden (Genesis 3: 1-12)

i. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil – lest you die
ii. Humans approached by the “tempter”



1. All understand “death” as something to avoid
2. Temptation

a. Provide knowledge of good and evil
b. Allow humans to be like gods

3. The fruit
a. Good – beautiful – provides wisdom

iii. Humans eat the fruit – their eyes are opened
1. They have increased knowledge
2. Their eyes are opened – they realize they are naked

iv. Loss of the relationship between God and humans
1. Caused by human efforts to become “gods”
2. Violation of divine/human boundary
3. Punishments for the violation

a. Woman is not accused of committing the first sin
b. Punishments explain the human situation

i. Why men/women attracted toward each other
ii. Why some try to dominate others

iii. Why wear clothes
iv. Why is childbirth painful
v. Why is work difficult

vi. Why snakes crawl on the ground
vii. Why humans die

c. Humans will return to the earth from which they were made
4. God punishes, but does not abandon

a. God provides them clothing – removes their shame
b. God provides balance – provides what the humans need

5. Excluded from the Garden lest they eat of the Tree of Life

III. From Cain to Abram
a. Cain and Abel (Genesis 4: 1-16)

i. Does God play favorites
1. Accepting Abel’s sacrifice – rejecting Cain’s sacrifice
2. Cain’s reaction to his rejection

ii. God does not reject Cain
1. Cain’s task is to do what is right
2. Do not give sin a chance to overtake Cain

iii. Cain violates the human/divine boundary
1. He kills Abel – exercising the power of death over life

iv. God asks Cain – “Where is your brother Abel?”
1. Illustrates the alienation sin causes
2. Cain is responsible for the welfare of his brother

a. Cain disregards and rejects this responsibility
v. Cain’s punishment reflects the law of retaliation

1. Punishment must fit the crime
2. Equal but not exceed the harm done

vi. God punishes but does not abandon Cain – provides special protection



b. The Family Line of Adan and Eve (Genesis 4: 17 – 5: 24)
i. Cain has descendants developing special talents important for civilization

ii. Adam and Eve have additional children
1. Third son is Seth

iii. Genealogy is traced from Adam and Eve through Noah’s sons
iv. All lived very long lives

c. The Corruption of Sin (Genesis 6: 1-13)
i. God is grieved by the course of evil growing in the human race

ii. God regrets having created human beings
iii. Something is seriously wrong with human beings
iv. Only Noah has been worthy in God’s sight

d. Preparation for the Flood (Genesis 6: 14 – 7: 5)
i. Noah – given instructions by God

1. Build an ark – God will destroy the world with a great flood
2. Bring animals of every sort into the ark with you
3. Bring your wife, your sons and their wives
4. Bring every sort of food and store it in the ark

ii. Noah did all that and the ark was sealed
e. The Great Flood (Genesis 7: 6 – 8: 22)

i. The flood marked a return to the original chaos before creation
ii. All was destroyed

iii. The God made the waters retreat
iv. This is a restart of creation – God is starting over – God is recreating his

people
f. Covenant with Noah (Genesis 9: 1-28)

i. Returned to dry land, Noah offers a sacrifice to God
1. God is convinced never to flood the earth again
2. God re-creates the earth

a. Provides for the people in the same way as the first creation
b. One exception – they can eat meat, but the lifeblood must

first be drained from the meat
c. Blood is a symbol of life – life belongs to God alone

3. God enters into a covenant with Noah and his descendants
a. The rainbow in the sky is the sign of this covenant
b. Thus, the relationship between God and humans is restored

g. The Table of Nations (Genesis 10: 1-32)
i. List of Noah’s sons and their descendants

1. Repopulating of the earth after the great flood
2. Does not distinguish between individuals and nations
3. Ten generations are listed from the time of Noah to the time of

Abraham
h. The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11: 1-9)

i. Three elements are presented in this account
1. The development of technology
2. Dispersion of humanity throughout the entire world
3. The confusion of languages



a. Originally all spoke the same language
b. Sign of unity of all humanity under God

ii. The people form a plan to build a tower
1. Construction begins
2. Technical skills used to construct a very tall building reaching into

the sky
3. Threaten to blur the boundary between the heavenly domain of

God and the earthly realm of human beings
iii. The Lord sees and responds

1. This is a threat to the divine-human boundary
a. Chaos is caused by confusing the boundaries between

humans and God
2. The Lord confuses their languages
3. The Humans disperse through the entire world
4. The name of this place is Babel – or Babylon

a. Referring to a technological advanced society where
confusion thrives

i. Descendants from Shem to Abram (Genesis 11: 10-32)
i. These descendants for a connection between the descendants of Shem, son

of Noah and Abraham
ii. There is also a shift in the narrative

1. Till now there has been a history of the entire human race
2. Now the focus will be on Abram and his descendants


